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writing in the framing of laws, and we immediately
see that here also it was not juristic but political.
It was political in the main, in both the instances
we have before considered, those of Athens and
Rome; but there it was for the purpose of re-organ-
ising the political arrangements in order to reconcile
internal conflicts between different classes of long
established societies, and inasmuch as those con-
flicts in part arose from dissatisfaction with the
public administration of justice, the written Code,
especially in Rome, reduced to writing some of the
ordinary law. But the case was otherwise with the
Barbarian Codes. There were no internal dissen-
sions within the bodies of the tribes. Such internal
peace as barbarians can exhibit prevailed. The
motive was in great part to preserve for triumphant
bands of savage warriors, in the midst of peaceful
provinces which they had subdued, their supremacy
over the vanquished by retaining those prerogatives
and privileges which are becoming to conquerors.
They were not unwilling that the provincials should
preserve, for the regulation of their own affairs, the
laws and usages which then prevailed among them.
In some instances, indeed, the Barbarians caused
some brief codes of Roman Law to be prepared for
their use; but it was not their purpose to subject
themselves to such laws and usages. To have a
personal law which a man can claim wherever he
goes is a most conspicuous mark of superiority, and
this prerogative the conquerors chose to retain. A
permanent memorial which could at any time be
appealed to was needed in order to acquaint the